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SUMMARY 

 

This paper presents an approach to address the new operational needs for frequencies 

such as 8.33 kHz spacing in the VHF bands for discussion and refinement during the 

Regional Preparatory Group, which should allow to make the optimal use of the 

current VHF frequency provisions and minimize the impact on airspace users. 

 

 

 

 

1. INTRODUCTION 

 

1.1 APANPIRG/24 noted that the CNS SG had made a decision (17/6) to establish a 

small working group to investigate the need for an increase in available VHF COM channels and, on 

the basis of the outcome, to develop recommendations for further consideration by the CNS SG.  

 

1.2 As a result, a detailed approach targeting an optimal use of the Handbook volume II 

provisions and minimize the impact on airspace users was discussed during  the Regional Preparatory 

Group Meeting for ITU World Radiocommunication Conference – 2015 (WRC – 2015) held in 

Pattaya, Thailand on 11 and 12 March  2014.  This meeting was organized in conjunction with the 

Thirtieth Meeting of the Aeronautical Communication Panel, Working Group – F (ACP WG-F/30) 

and was attended by 44 subject matter experts from 13 States, 2 International Organizations and 3 

industry partners.  

 

1.3 The approach was endorsed by the meeting which issued the following 

recommendation: 

 

 

Recommendation/3 – Spectrum Management Review Task Force to adopt the 

proposed approach and streamline the current assignment 

process, aiming at avoiding introduction of 8.33 kHz spacing 

in the APAC Region  

 

International Civil Aviation Organization 

FIRST MEETING OF SPECTRUM REVIEW WORKING GROUP (SRWG/1) 

Bangkok, Thailand, 26 – 27 June 2014 
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That, the Spectrum Management Review Task Force follows the proposed 3 stages 

approach relying on new criteria being introduced at ICAO global level, since it is 

likely to bring enough possibilities of VHF frequencies assignments. The 8.33 Study 

group should also propose improvements to the existing regional VHF frequency 

assignment process based on the new tool, aiming at avoiding introduction of 8.33 

kHz spacing in the APAC Region in the near future. 

 

 

2. DISCUSSION 

 

2.1 The proposed approach is phased in 3 stages as per Attachment 1. 

 

 

3. ACTION BY THE MEETING 

 

3.1 The meeting is invited to:  

 

a) note the information contained in this paper;  

 

b) adopt and implement the phased approach; and 

 

c) discuss any other relevant matters as appropriate 

 

 

 

 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 



Attachment to SRWG/1 – WP/2 

Approach as discussed by  

Regional Preparatory Meeting for WRC 2015 
 
 

1. The proposed approach is phased in 3 stages: 
 

Stage 1: Identify VHF voice communications new needs and current limitations 

a- Draft a project planning for stages 1, 2 and 3 

b- Gather new operational needs from Member States in terms of frequencies (and associated 

context: airspace or routes restructuration, new facilities etc) in the short, mid and long terms  

c- Identify current limitations  

 

Stage 2: Identify Solutions  

a- Simulate with the global database how this could be done based on 25 KHz spacing, new ICAO 

frequency manager software tool and Handbook volume II provisions 

b- For limitations (potential interferences detected through the tool) with neighboring States, 

identify solutions with neighboring States, based on the new ICAO frequency manager software 

tool and Handbook volume II provisions  

c- If 8.33 KHz spacing is needed, study impacts on operations (airspace users and ground 

installations) in the considered airspace and outside 

d- Consult relevant national frequency authorities for feasibility  

e- Draft a high level implementation plan 

 If 8.33 KHz spacing is needed, the draft implementation plan should focus on a detailed description 

of airspaces within which 8.33 kHz channel spacing requires to be introduced and transition 

provisions needed for airlines, ANSP and CAA as necessary, both at regulatory and operational 

levels.  

Lessons learnt from Europe 8.33Khz transition may be beneficial in that regard.  

f- Review the project planning in view of proposed solutions 

g- Develop recommendations for CNS SG 

 

Stage 3: Implement in a coordinated manner 

a- Refine the implementation plan taking into account CNS SG/other groups considerations 

b- If no 8.33 KHz spacing is needed, States implement the new assignments in a coordinated manner 

(ANSP, CAA, national frequency Authorities) and VHF new assignments are reflected in the 

global database 

c- If 8.33 KHz spacing is needed, States implement the new assignments according to the 

implementation plan, including transition provisions needed for airlines, ANSP and CAA as 

necessary 

 

2. A report should be delivered after Stages 1 and 2 are completed for consideration by the CNS Sub 

Group, and before proceeding to the stage 3. 
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